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Tree Warden News 

At the March meeting our Volunteer Tree 

Warden Steve Davis brought along the Tree 

Protection Order (TPO) map he has begun 

to compile. 

In the last few months Steve has 

ascertained that tree removal at Hazeley 

Coombe did have permission and dealt 

with public enquiries about the former 

Christmas Tree plantation near Newclose 

Cricket ground. 

New trees noted include a large oak tree 

spotted during the winter.  It is by a stream 

alongside the bridleway that runs down 

from Rookley (adjacent to the new houses 

by the former Rookley Post Office) to the 

Cycle track between Merstone and 

Blackwater. There is also very old horse 

chestnut tree near Fulford Farm on the 

bridleway between Perreton Farm and 

Fulford. 

The long-awaited Tree Warden Training 

session is due to take place during June. 

 

It is with great sadness that we report the 

sudden passing of Cllr David Healy who first 

joined Arreton Parish Council in 2018 and 

served as Vice Chairman. David was a 

gentleman and a gentle man with a wealth of 

experience, many gifts, talents and insights. He 

will be much missed.  

If you know of anyone who may be interested in 

joining the Parish Council please do get in touch 

with the Clerk – applications are invited by 12th 

June. More information on page 3. 

At the Annual Meeting Cllr Nick Gurney-

Champion was elected Chair and Cllr Simon 

Dodson agreed to be Vice Chair. 

May also saw the election of a new Isle of Wight 

Ward Councillor for the Central Rural area. Cllr 

James Whelan is the new representative and 

attended the May meeting. His area covers 3 

other parishes, so he hopes to attend Arreton 

Parish Council meeting quarterly. 

Minutes from the meetings can be found on the 

website if you would like to know more. 



 
 

Dates for your Diary 

Arreton Parish Council – Friday 12th June – Deadline to put forward an application to be co-opted as a Parish 

Councillor (See Page 3 for more details)  

Arreton Cricket Club – Ladies Wickets and Wine Evening Monday 8th June 6pm 

If you have always fancied giving cricket a go or would like to return to the sport remember that there are plenty of 

matches at the club and training for players of all ages and abilities. Please do get in touch with Kim Powell on 

07368937817 or email info@arreton.cricket 

Biosphere Festival takes place from 27th June - 5th July – Offering activities that connect people with the 

Island’s landscapes, wildlife and heritage, such as guided walks, marine exploration, creative nature‑inspired arts, and 

hands‑on community projects. Events that promote sustainable living, from local food initiatives to repair workshops and 

climate‑positive activities are encouraged, as are those that bring communities together to share skills, stories and local 

pride.    

For further details of what’s happening check out the festival website https://iwbiosphere.org/biospherefestival 
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ARRETON PARISH COUNCIL 

CO-OPTION OF A MEMBER 

The Parish Council will consider the co-option of a person to serve on the Arreton Parish Council 
at a meeting to be held on 13th July 2026. 

Persons wishing to be considered and who are eligible* to serve as a Parish Councillor should 
notify the Parish Clerk in writing, under their own signature by 12th June 2026. 

Prospective candidates may be asked to make a short presentation to the Parish Council during 
the week beginning 15th June on how they can contribute to the Parish Council. 

Dated  2nd June 2026 

Signed C L Gale (Parish Clerk) 

Email clerk@arreton-pc.gov.uk or by post to 57 West Hill Road, Ryd, Isle of Wight, PO33 1LG 

 

* A local councillor must be 18 years of age or over and be a British citizen, an eligible 
Commonwealth citizen, a citizen of the Republic of Ireland, a qualifying EU citizen or an EU 
citizen with retained rights 

He/she must also fulfil at least one of the following criteria:- 
i) During the whole of the 12 months before nomination occupied land or premises as owner or tenant in 
the parish area, or, 
ii) During the same period resided in the Parish, or within 4.8 k.m’s thereof, or 
iii) During the same period had his/her principal or only place of work in that Parish, or 
iv) At the time of nomination be registered, and continue to be registered, as a local government elector for 
the administrative area of the Parish. 
The person should not be disqualified for being elected by reason of any disqualification set out in, or 
decision made under, sections 80 or 81A of the Local Government Act 1972 or section 34 of the Localism 
Act 2011, or section 30 of the Elections Act 2022 

 
Qualifying EU citizens 
 
A person is a qualifying EU citizen if they: 

- are a citizen of a country with which the UK has bilateral Voting and Candidacy Rights (VCR) treaty 
- are resident in the UK with any form of leave to remain, or do not require such leave 

Currently the UK holds bilateral treaties with the following countries: 
- Denmark 
- Luxembourg 
- Poland 
- Portugal 
- Spain 

 

EU citizens with retained rights 
A person is an EU citizen with retained rights if they: 

- are a citizen of a country with which the UK does not have bilateral Voting and Candidacy Rights 
(VCR) treaty, and 

- have been legally resident in the UK since before the UK left the EU on 31/12/2020 (the 
Implementation Period Completion Date – IPCD) 

mailto:clerk@arreton-pc.gov.uk


              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Arreton Community Hall      

Arreton Community Hall Social Club Licensed Bar – serving alcoholic and soft drinks, tea and coffee. Social 

seating area, two snooker tables, bar billiards, dart board and playing cards. Free Wifi in the building. Bar open 

currently every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 7:30pm to 11:00pm.  

The Community Hall provides a great venue for groups, celebrations and family gatherings – just £11 

per hour to hire. Contact Simon Dodson on 07973 323560 0r go to the Arreton Parish Council 

website for more information 

           

For details of What’s On from the monthly Community Lunch to all manner of dance classes and clubs please follow 

this link to the Community Hall Diary: 

https://www.brownbearsw.com/cal/arreton 

 

 

 

 

NEW NEIGHBOURS? 

 If you have someone new that has moved in near you please let them know that they 

can subscribe to this newsletter. There is also a Parish Information Leaflet that can 

be sent to them which has lots of useful information about the Parish  

https://www.brownbearsw.com/cal/arreton


                
 

         



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

Gore Cemetery 

Here are a few photos taken over the spring showing the variety of lovely trees and flowers in the 

cemetery. 

                                   

You will no doubt be pleased to hear that the rabbits have been spotted exiting the cemetery through a 

gap in the netting in the far righthand corner and this has now been repaired – thanks to Cllr 

Taylor……now attention has turned to the moles!! 

             

St Georges Churchyard 

So far it has not been possible to trace any descendants of the Gibbs Family whose Grade II listed tomb 

needs major work. The Isle of Wight Council Planning Department has now advised that Listed Building 

Consent is not required but a Church of England Faculty is needed to approve the repairs. The Church 

Wardens are seeking quotations for some essential work to some of the windows in the church and it is 

expected that the Parish Council and St Georges PCC will be able to share the cost of the application. 

Unfortunately, it is not possible to say how long this process might take but we will keep you informed of 

any progress. 

 

Primroses in St Georges Churchyard 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issues reported 

Planning Enforcement The Parish Council has reported concerns about possible unlawful 

development at the Isle of Wight Distribution Depot, the former Blackwater Mill Care Home 

and Budbridge Lodge. Blackwater Mill (now called Lake View) was granted permission on 20th 

May. It is expected that the Environmental Report on the presence of great crested newts at 

Broadfields Farm should be complete by June and that this will be put before the IWC 

Planning Committee soon after that. 

Highways and Footpaths Parish Councillors regularly bring issues to the monthly 

meetings which are then reported to the appropriate authority such as IWC, Island Roads, 

Rights of Way. Recent matters include issues with the cycle track and car park at Merstone, fly 

tipping in the layby near the Hare and Magpies, damaged and unstable wooden post on the 

verge opposite The White Lion pub and further along the Main Road, ditches between 

Merstone Cut and East Lane, the overgrown concrete pathway at Park Cottages. 

 



 

Communications providers in the UK are replacing the technology they use to provide fixed telephone 
networks (landlines). For most customers, the upgrade is expected to be completed by January 2027. 

       

                                                                                                    



                                   

 

                                                  

Parish Council Meeting Dates 
2026 

 
7pm in the Community Hall 

 
Monday 8th June 
Monday 13th July 

NO MEETING IN AUGUST 
Monday 14th September 

Monday 12th October 
Monday 9th November 

Monday 14th December 

Contact Us   Arreton Parish Council 

 

Clerk and Burial Registrar:  Claire Gale  

Email: clerk@arreton-pc.gov.uk  

Phone: 07587 008183  

 

Chairman: Cllr Nicholas Gurney-Champion        

Email: chairman@arreton-pc.gov.uk 

 

Website: www.arreton-gov.uk 


