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Annual Burial Grounds Inspection 

 

Arreton Parish Council is also the Burial 
Authority for St Georges Churchyard and 
Gore Cemetery. Each July an inspection 
takes place looking at the condition of the 
memorials and structures as well as the 
natural environment. This year it was noted 
that unfortunately one of the cherry trees in 
the churchyard has died. Contractors are 
now being sought to remove the tree. 
Maintenance work is also needed on the 
shed in the cemetery and a section of  
boundary wall in the churchyard.  

The Parish Council is very pleased with the 
standard of grounds maintenance by Sam 
Penman of Glorious Gardens – now in his 
second year of delivering this service. Sam 
will be helping us out with attending to 
overhanging branches and weeds over the 
next few months.  

In September a “clear up” will take place at 
Gore Cemetery to remove any faded artificial 
flowers, weathered or damaged items. 

Hope everyone has enjoyed the summer and 
managed to keep cool through the heatwave. We 
now wait to see what the climate will bring us 
over the autumn and winter months! Please 
continue to lookout for your neighbours as we 
continue to face these challenges together. 

The Parish Council is still seeking a new 
councillor to fill the vacancy left following the 
passing of David Healy. If you know of anyone 
who may be interested please do get in touch 
with the Clerk. 

Minutes from the meetings can be found on the 
website if you would like to know more. 

If you are looking for a new hobby, interest or 
activity in the parish please check out the 
Community Hall diary on the Parish Council 
website – lots to choose from! The popular 
community lunch still takes place on the third 
Thursday of the month. It’s a great way to meet 
other people and the catering team do a fabulous 
job. In August you could choose from a ham, 
cheese or pate ploughman’s lunch followed by a 
huge choice of sweet treats to follow. Highly 
recommended! 



Dates for your Diary 

Arreton Cricket Club - Saturday 12th September at Goddards Brewery 11am-3pm Summer Fair and Dog 
Show Please do get in touch with Kim Powell on 07368937817 or email info@arreton.cricket for more information about 
joining or supporting the cricket club 

Arreton Community Hall - Macmillan Coffee Morning Thursday 24th September 10am-1pm  
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Arreton School Trust Update 

You may remember from previous newsletters that the Arreton School Trust (official registered name South Arreton 
Rookley Educational Foundation) that had been dormant for around 10 years was reformed in August 2024 with the 
support of the Arreton Parish Council Clerk and 5 trustees which included 2 Parish Councillors and the then vicar and 
churchwardens of St Georges Church, Arreton.  

During the months that followed the bank account was reactivated with new signatories put in place. Bank charges had 
been introduced and were wiping out any increase in the fund so it was agreed to close the fund to enable children in 
the area to benefit. The funds which were invested through the CCLA have now been distributed in accordance with the 
original Trust Deed. The beneficiaries selected were Arreton Primary School and Arreton Cricket Club Youth 
Programme. Documents relating to the Trust will be retained by the Parish Council for six years. 

 



         

 

NHS notice 

Winter Vaccination Programme 

The NHS National Booking System is now open for 
pregnant women, children aged 2 and 3, and children in 
a clinical risk group (aged from 6 months to 17 years) 
with flu vaccinations starting from 1 September. All 
other eligible groups – including those aged 65 and 
over, people with certain long-term health conditions 
and carers – can also book now, for appointments from 
1 October. 

People can book via the NHS App, online at 
nhs.uk/bookflu, or by calling 119.  

 



 



          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burial Grounds 

Gore Cemetery – Two burials took place during July. There will be an autumn tidy up 
during the week beginning 21st September. Mole hills are being levelled but in line with 

cemetery and environmental guidance no pest control measures are being undertaken. 

St George’s Churchyard – The Faculty application for the tomb works is currently being 

reviewed. Unstable sections have been removed and are in safe keeping with the 
stonemason. 

            

    Arreton Community Hall      

The Community Hall provides a great venue for groups, celebrations and family gatherings – just £11 
per hour to hire. Contact Simon Dodson on 07973 323560 0r go to the Arreton Parish Council 
website for more information 

For details of What’s On from the monthly Community Lunch to all manner of dance classes and clubs please follow 
this link to the Community Hall Diary:   https://www.brownbearsw.com/cal/arreton 

           

Arreton Community Hall Social Club Licensed Bar – serving alcoholic and soft drinks, tea and coffee. Social 
seating area, two snooker tables, bar billiards, dart board and playing cards. Free Wifi in the building. For opening 
times and details of what is happening please call Richard Page on 07909 683620 or Paul Jennings on 07415 587638 
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Major bridge maintenance planned for end of September 

Island Roads is preparing to carry out major essential structural works for Medina Way Bridge in Newport from 
September. The project will involve replacing all 16 existing bridge bearings and the installation of two additional 
bearings. Bearings are critical elements that sit between the bridge deck and the supporting infrastructure, allowing the 
structure to safely expand, contract and move under traffic and temperature changes.  

The scheme has been developed over the last two years following detailed inspections and assessments undertaken by 
specialist bridge engineers. During that time, Island Roads has worked alongside other industry experts to develop a 
safe way of replacing the bearings while maintaining traffic movement on the Island's busiest route. 

Project Manager Luke Ward said: "Medina Way Bridge is the largest highway bridge structure managed by Island Roads 
and replacing the bearings is a highly complex engineering operation. “The bridge supports around 28,500 traffic 
movements daily and, unlike many maintenance activities, these works require the bridge deck to be temporarily lifted 
and supported on specialist jacking systems while the existing bearings are removed and replaced.” 

The project is programmed to begin on 28th September 2026 and continue for approximately six months, with a planned 
break over the Christmas and New Year period. To minimise disruption, the works have been scheduled outside the 
peak tourism season. 

The most significant impact on road users will be temporary lane closures on Medina Way whilst the bridge is supported 
on temporary jacks. These closures are needed because detailed structural assessments show that, during the temporary 
stage when a bridge deck is lifted from its bearings, the structure cannot safely accommodate the traffic loadings it 
would normally carry. As a result, one lane will be closed for approximately five weeks on each carriageway at separate 
times. Importantly, the northbound and southbound lane closures will not operate at the same time. One carriageway 
will remain unrestricted whilst works are undertaken on the other bridge deck. 

The southbound lane closure is currently expected to take place from mid-November with the northbound lane closure 
taking place after the Christmas and New Year break, currently planned for mid-January. 

Luke added: "We fully appreciate that reducing Medina Way to a single lane in one direction will cause delays and 
disruption. However, these restrictions are a direct consequence of the temporary structural limitations that exist while 
the bridge is supported on jacks and the bearings are being replaced. "We have carefully considered alternative options, 
but there is no reasonably practicable way of carrying out these works safely without implementing temporary lane 
closures." 

Jacking operations will be undertaken during phased nighttime closures. Other phased nighttime closures will be 
required to enable other works such as localised resurfacing and movement joint installation. 

We will keep the community informed before, during and after the work. 

 

For further information visit the dedicated scheme page via www.islandroads.com.   
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Your Views Are Invited 

If you have an opinion you would like to share on any of the following please contact the 
Clerk. 

Bus Stops – Would you like to see the Parish Council adopt a bus stop in the village and if so 
how would you like to see it used? 

Noticeboards – There are 4 in the Parish – at the Methodist Church, Arreton, near the bus 
stop layby in Merstone, at Merstone Station and at Blackwater on the Leslies Motors 
Forecourt. Do you find these useful? Can you suggest a better location where notices would be 
seen by a larger number of villagers? 

Cemetery – Would you welcome a suitable mural or similar feature behind the bench 
outside the shed at Gore Cemetery? Ideas welcome. 

Arreton Parish Council 
NEW COUNCILLOR NEEDED - COULD THIS BE YOU? 

Arreton Parish Council is seeking to co-opt a new councillor for the area 
encompassing Arreton, Merstone and Blackwater  

What would this involve?  

• Attending the Parish Council meeting once a month (except August) in 
the Community Hall, Arreton on the second Monday at 7pm 

• Representing Arreton Parish Council in other forums from time to time 

 

Prospective candidates may be invited to an interview by the Parish Council.  

For further information or to apply in writing please contact: 

Claire Gale (Clerk to Arreton Parish Council) 

Email: clerk@arreton-pc.gov.uk 



      

 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council Meeting Dates 
2026 

 
7pm in the Community Hall 

 
Monday 14th September 

Monday 12th October 
Monday 14th December 

Contact Us   Arreton Parish Council 

 

Clerk and Burial Registrar:  Claire Gale  
Email: clerk@arreton-pc.gov.uk  

Phone: 07587 008183  
 

Chairman: Cllr Nicholas Gurney-Champion        
Email: chairman@arreton-pc.gov.uk 

 

Website: www.arreton-gov.uk 

Treasure! 

Diane Hollamby of Vectis Diggers got in touch with 
the Parish Council. 
 

Vectis Diggers is a small Metal Detecting club which 
was established in 2015. They are a mature, friendly 
bunch of Detectorist’s. All have insurance and highly 
respect the land they dig. 
 

They are looking for land for their members to 
detect on. 
 

In the past they have donated money to local 
charities which has been the wish of the landowner. 
 

Generally, 10 + diggers are out each paying £10 a 
head. 
 

If this is something that you can help with, please 
contact me either by e-mail or phone 

 

Phone: 07976 887748 

 

Email: dianehollamby@hotmail.com 

 

 

AN APOLOGY: Please note that the Parish 

Council wishes to apologise to the owners of 

Budbridge Lodge for raising a planning 

enforcement query over the new store/garage 

on their property. It has been confirmed that 

this has been constructed under permitted 

development and is fully compliant.  


